
LGCS Exported Data Structure 
 
The purpose of this document is to help you understand the structure of the exported LGCS data files.  Each file includes schedule 
04 and 05 data for all entities that have submitted their annual report within a single year.  The name of the file represents the 
year in which the data was submitted.  The “line item” data represented in the file isn’t actual line items but rather a summation of 
the line items for that account, fund, and object for the entity specified.  In addition to these line item summations the file also 
contains aggregate amounts for each level of the BARS account hierarchal structure.  These aggregate amounts are also grouped 
by Entity, Fund, ObjectID and Account.  The aggregate amounts represent a summation of all account data below the account’s 
level.  Since the data includes aggregate amounts at every account level, you need to either specify which account level you are 
querying or exclude the hierarchal level items in order to get accurate results.  You can use the ReportingLevel column to 
differentiate between hierarchal level and line item level accounts.  A value of “Prescribed” for the ReportingLevel indicates that it 
is a line item level account.  “Above Prescribed” means it is a hierarchal level account and will contain a total of all line item 
accounts below it.  Below is a brief description of each column in the data file: 
 
 
Column Name Description 
SubmissionID Unique identifier for a single entity’s submission within a single year 
Year Year the data was submitted 
MCAG Unique identifier for a government entity 
Entity Name of the government entity 
GovTypeCode Unique identifier for a specific government type 
GovTypeDescription Description of the government type 
AccountID Unique identifier for a BARS account.  This is not the same as the account number. 
Account BARS account number 
AccountDisplay BARS account number with “.” Inserted 
AccountName BARS account name 
ReportingLevel Identifies whether an account is a line item account or a hierarchal account.  Line item accounts will have 

a value of “Prescribed” and contain the actual data for that account.  Hierarchal accounts have a value of 
“Above Prescribed” and contain summations of account data for all accounts below their level. 

ParentAccountID Unique identifier of the parent account of this account. 
ParentAccount BARS account number of the parent account of this account. 
AccountIDLineage Represents a string of all parent BARS account IDs for this account.  IDs are separated by the “/” 

character.  The last ID in the string represents the immediate parent of this account.  The previous ID in 
the string represents the parent ID of that account and so on.  The first ID represents the top level 
account that this account belongs to. 

Schedule Schedule that this account belongs to.  It will either be schedule 04 or schedule 05 



LineID Unique identifier for this particular line item 
Amount Amount in dollars for the specified line item or hierarchal level 
Fund Fund of this line item 
FundName Name of the fund for this line item 
ObjectID Expenditure object of this line item 
TransitModeName Transit mode of this line item (for transit government types only) 
TransitFunctionName Transit function of this line item (for transit government types only) 
 
 
The “Accounts List” file represent the current list of BARS accounts that are used in all data files.  The description of these columns 
is the same as the columns above.  The only difference is the “Deleted” column.  When this column is set to “True” it means that 
the account is no longer used in the current year, but is used for data from previous years. 
 
Important Note for Ports, Transits and PUDs -  Since account structure for Ports, transits and PUDs is different than other 
entities, data for these government types is transferred to equivalent city/county type accounts.  This is done so that comparisons 
can be made which include all government entities. 
 

Data File vs. Excel Friendly Version 
There are two different types of data files: “Data File” and “Excel Friendly Version”.  If you are using Excel to analyze the data, 
then use the “Excel Friendly Version.”  This version contains excel formula formats to help identify “text” based columns.  If you 
are importing the data into a database you may want to use the “Data File” version which does not contain the excel formula 
information. 
 

Data Query Scenarios 
 

1. Get all line item data for a specific government entity 
Your query should filter for data where MCAG is equal to the government entity in question AND where the ReportingLevel 
column is prescribed. 
 
Example - Line item data for City of Bothell 
MCAG=0381 and ReportingLevel=Prescribed 
 



 

 
2. Get data for all entities and for a specific account 

Your query should filter for data where the AccountID is equal to the account you are querying. 
 
Example – Data for account “312 Timber Harvest Taxes” 
AccountID=15 
 

 

 
3. Get data for a specific government type and for a specific account 

Your query should filter for data where the AccountID is equal to the account you are querying and the GovTypeCode is 
equal to the government type you are querying. 
 
Example – Data for account “312 Timber Harvest Taxes” and Fire Protection Districts 
AccountID=15 and GovTypeCode=08 
 



 

 
4. Get all line item data for all entities where the line item data belongs to a specific 

hierarchal account 
Your query should filter for data where the AccountIDLineage contains the AccountID of your hierarchal account surrounded 
by the “/” character.  You also want the query to get only accounts with a ReportingLevel of “Prescribed” so that any mid 
level account totals are excluded. 
 
Example – Get all line item data for “530 – Utilities and Environment” 
ReportingLevel=Prescribed AND AccountIDLineage contains “/2168/” 
 

 
 
 


